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Prayer: Lord Jesus, give time this Lent to think about what Covid has cost us and what we have
gained. Hold us tight as families and help us learn more of your ways. Help us to celebrate Easter as
a new beginning as we come out of Lockdown. Amen.
It is really hard to abbreviate the Easter story without missing the point of it all. Chocolate, chicks
and bunnies are lovely, but none are part of this story. The Easter story is one to challenge the best
soap operas with some characters seen as bad and others as good. Some were simply confused and
others sticking to what they had been taught. Then there are those simply doing their job and some
trying to keep the peace as people became upset. We see leaders who were downright mean and
greedy, and the peace being kept by fear; the cross was one of the cruelest, public examples, of
power. The crowds were stirred up to a frenzy by leaders. Fear dominates the excitement and a
purpose filled tragedy reveals the long told story – how God would reveal himself to us and live
with us and we would not recognise Him.
Each Gospel tells the story in its own way – scholars find this a challenge as it is such an incredible
story each Gospel writer tries their best to describe what happened. I have blended the story in
parts using more than one account. I have ‘dumbed it down’ so to make it more child friendly.
It is a hard story to tell in many ways – it is recounted so we remember just how much God loves us
and gives us the freedom to choose right from wrong. This story is as current as it is old and we can
all find ourselves in it somewhere.
There are lots of pages of reading and plenty of colouring, word searches, a quiz and craft ideas. No
slacking this holiday!
Jesus calls us to follow him now just as He did all those years ago. I cannot tell you how many times
I regret walking away from church in my teens, I can tell you that I have never regretted going back
in when I was about 30. It is a journey of a lifetime with Jesus at your side, as the ancient hymn says
‘What a friend we have in Jesus’. https://youtu.be/k5w7MgTgVVs
I do not recommend you let young children watch any Easter you tube on their own please. This
one is made for primary age but still to be watched with an adult.
Saddleback Kids – The Easter Story – Jesus Sacrifice https://youtu.be/HL8R158Ujp4
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Easter Story
Remember how Lent means the days are getting longer, well the word Easter
comes from another old word and is to do with Eggs, Hares and chicks.
If you are listening to this story, or reading it on your own, there are no rabbits,
chicks, chocolate or painted eggs. Sorry.
Remember the big clock from last month well the hands
have moved round a bit. We now have about 3 months of
Lent and Eastertide.
An Easter Diary of the main events looks like this:
Sunday 21 st March - Passion Sunday the fifth in Lent.
Sunday 28 th March - Palm Sunday is the sixth and last in Lent.
Thursday 1st April - Maundy Thursday – The Last Supper
Friday 2 - Good Friday
Saturday 3rd - Easter Eve
Sunday 4 th - Easter Day
The date of Easter changes each year as it is all to do with the phases of the
moon. This is so complicated, and I am a fan of moving it to the same date each
year, so I don’t get confused!
This year March and the first four days of April have so many special services in
different churches three Sundays I would fill pages describing them. It is a very
special time for Christians. I have listed a few that are most celebrated.
14th March is Mothering Sunday, it is the fourth Sunday in
Lent and has very little to do with the Easter story. This
year we are still under strict rules about what we do and
where we go to keep us all safe from the Corona pandemic.
Mothering Sunday or Mother’s Day has become part of the
Christian church calendar because of children.
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Many years ago, it was not unusual for children to start work when
they were 10 years old, especially girls who worked in domestic
service (house cleaners, kitchen helpers and maids).
The children were given a day off work on the fourth Sunday in Lent
to go home to be in church with their families.
Home church was called Mother Church and as they
walked along they would often pick flowers, to make
posies to give their mums when they met. It is lovely
to make cards and simple presents and do things to
make the day special for mum on this day.
Remember, Fasting is paused on Sundays in Lent, so
a foodie treat is allowed!
Victorian child
house maids

Even though it is not part of the official Church Year you won’t find many
churches not celebrating it with flowers. Any excuse for a party. If your
watching You Tubes, Mother’s Day in America is not the same as ours and it
happens on May 8 th .

The Easter Story begins
Passion Sunday
This is the time when we think more carefully about the events leading up to
Easter Day. The last 10 days unfold like this.
Friday: Jesus arrives in Bethany – a few miles outside of Jerusalem.
Saturday: is a day of rest or Sabbath.
Sunday: first day of the week and Jesus rides into Jerusalem. (Palm Sunday)
Monday: Jesus clears the Temple of traders and money changers.
Tuesday: Jesus teaches and tells them things will change.
Wednesday: Jesus rests.
Thursday: Jesus and the disciples have their last meal together; they go to the
garden of Gethsemane to pray. Judas betrays Jesus.
Friday: Jesus is put on a cruel cross and dies.
Saturday: It is Sabbath – Jesus body is sealed in a stone tomb.
Sunday: WHAT! The tomb is empty, and Jesus is ALIVE!
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Holy Week – Palm Sunday
Very few of us don’t like a Super
Hero story, or a Fairy Tale with a
happy ending like Frozen or Mulan. On Palm
Sunday we remember the people throwing
down their coats and pulling big palm
branches of trees for Jesus to ride his
donkey over on his way into Jerusalem. This
is what they did for mighty kings or an
emperors in fine robes. They shouted
‘Hosanna’ which means ‘save us we pray’ as
he rode passed and called him a King.
Nobody wanted this king to get dusty from the road, they had waited a very,
very, long time to see him.
They thought he was going to throw the Roman armies out of their country and
give them power. They were so happy to have king of their own who had power
to heal the sick and bring people back to life.
His teaching was so good, and he asked for nothing, they all wanted Jesus to be
the new King. They wanted a happy ending to years of being told what to do
and taxed by other people. Jesus stayed calm as he rode into Jerusalem on a
young donkey, no fine horse or chariots and armies.
Next day He went to the temple and threw out the
people making money from the poor as they came to
worship God, he was angry with them. This started
some thinking, do we really want this king? He said
things like ‘if you want to enter heaven you must give
up everything you have on earth’ this was hard for
people who had money to accept. Some had worked
for years to build up great businesses.
Jesus was not saying the things everyone wanted to here, he said they must
love their enemies and pay their taxes. This seemed crazy to many as it was not
the way they lived. Those who truly understood what he was saying started
giving to the poor and sharing what they had – the business people said they
would go broke if this kept happening! It was an odd time in Jerusalem for
certain.
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The Romans wanted a quiet life and they kept the peace by power
and pleasing the rich and powerful religious leaders. Caeser was
their God if you had other gods that was fine as long as
you bowed to Ceaser first. He lived many miles away and
left it to his generals to sort out troubles, he just wanted the
people’s money. His soldiers also lived in fear of being punished if
they did not do what they were told.
Jesus entering Jerusalem on a donkey did not exactly frighten them, they
wondered what all the fuss was about.

Jesus special friends were called disciples. He spent a lot of time teaching them
and he told them he was not going to be with them much longer. They got
confused and didn’t understand why he would say that. One of the disciples,
Judas Iscariot, looked after the money for the disciples as they travelled
around. They all knew he took money for himself and some disciples called him
a thief. He was offered money by the people who wanted to kill Jesus and he
said yes.
The Last Supper.
In normal times, when you are travelling as a group and you need to eat you
can just turn up at fast food restaurant, call into a Fish and Chip shop or a
takeaway. In the time of Jesus this couldn’t happen so someone would go
ahead of your group and find a place to eat and book a meal.
This was more important to do as lots of people were going to Jerusalem for
the week long Feast of Unleavened Bread. Jesus sent two disciples and said “a
man carrying a jar of water will meet you, follow him and say the owner of the
house, The Teacher asks: Where is my guest room, where I might eat the
Passover meal with my Disciples? He will show you a large upper room just
right for us all and you can get it ready for our meal there.”
Well! It happened just like Jesus said and when they all arrived later that day
they all had their special big meal together.
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As they were eating Jesus said, ‘one of you will betray me’ they were
sad and said, ‘not me’. Judas had already done the deal he said
nothing. Jesus added
‘Woe to that man – it would be better if he was not born.’ Jesus gave
thanks to God as he broke a loaf of bread and said something a bit odd as he
shared it out. “Take it and eat it, this is my body”
then he picked up a glass of wine, gave thanks to
God and offered it to them saying “this is my
blood of the covenant which is poured out for
many” and they all drank some. When we share
the bread and wine in church it is just like Jesus
did then.
When Jesus did it with the disciples they must have been confused as it was not
normal.
They sang a hymn together and went out for a walk to the Garden of
Gethsemane in the cool of the evening. As they walked and talked Jesus spoke
again about him leaving them and that they would tell others they did not know
him! Peter was very upset and said he would rather die than say he didn’t know
him, but Jesus said ‘before the cockerel crows twice you will say you don’t
know me three times.’
When they got to the garden Jesus asked some disciples to sit and wait and
keep awake as he took Peter, James and John further on with him as he wanted
to pray. He was very upset as he prayed he asked God if it was really what he
wanted him to do – he knew he was going to be hurt and die.
When he returned to the group, they were fast asleep! They were all sorry, but
the big meal and wine made it impossible to stay awake. He went away and
prayed some more and when he came back, they were asleep again! This
happened a third time so Jesus said “enough, the time has come when I am
going arrested, look here comes my betrayer.”
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Judas was with a crowd all armed with swords
and clubs; the Chief Priests had sent them.
Judas went up to Jesus and said Rabbi (which
means teacher) and kissed him. This was the
sign and the men seized him. Jesus said they didn’t need
them, he would go with them. The disciples ran away,
scared.

They took Jesus to the High Priest and the Chief priests, elders and teachers of
the religious (Jewish) law. It was like a court, but an unfair one as people told
lies and made-up stories to make him look bad. Jesus said nothing and did not
answer their questions or fall for their tricks. The high priest asked him again
“Are you the Christ, the Son of the blessed one?”
This time Jesus answered, ‘I am, and you will see the Son of Man sitting at the
right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven’. The high
priest was so shocked and angry he tore his clothes and the whole court started
to hurt Jesus, spit at him and say very bad things to him.
Peter was outside and a young girl looked closely at him and
said in a loud voice ‘you are a friend of Jesus!’ Peter said ‘NO!’
this happened twice more and he said ‘NO!’ and as the
cockerel crowed twice he remembered Jesus telling him he
would do this and he broke down and cried.
Very early the next morning they tied Jesus up and took him
to the Roman Governor Pilate who asked him, ‘Are you the King of the Jews?’
Jesus answered ‘Yes, it is as you say.’ The chief priests all started saying he had
done a lot of awful things, Pilate said ‘aren’t you going to say anything? They
are accusing you of so many things!’ Jesus said nothing. Their minds were made
up it already.
During the time of the Feast it was the custom to release a prisoner the people
chose. Pilate asked the people who should he release, a murderer named
Barabbas or Jesus. The chief priests got the crowds to shout Barabbas, so Pilate
asked them ‘what shall I do with the one you call the king of the Jews?’
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The people shouted “Crucify Him”
Pilate said “Why? What crime has he committed?” but they
shouted even louder “Crucify Him!” So Pilate released Barabbus
and sent Jesus to be crucified. The Roman soldiers took him away
and hurt him, they put a crown of sharp thorns on his head and even though he
was hurting and weak they made him carry his own cross. He tried and found it
too much so the Romans made another man carry it for him – he was called
Simon.

When they got to the place called Golgotha (which means the
Place of the Skull) they offered him a drink to help with the
pain, Jesus refused it. They put him on the cross and people
insulted him and made fun as he was dying. They gambled to
see who would have his clothes. There were two other criminals
who were crucified at the same time. One each side of Jesus.
One shouted out “If your who you say you are, get us all down of
these crosses!” the other said “Quiet. We are criminals, this man has
done nothing wrong. Jesus, remember me when you come into your
kingdom.” He didn’t ask to be taken down. Jesus said to him. “Yes,
today you will join me in paradise.”
At the sixth hour (12 o’clock midday) the sky turned black and stayed like that
until the Ninth Hour (Three o’clock in the afternoon) when Jesus died. At that
moment the huge curtain in the Temple that kept the people away from the
Holy Ark ripped in two. The ground shook like an earthquake. A roman soldier
trembled and exclaimed ‘Surely this man was the son of God!’
It was late on this Friday afternoon when they took the body of Jesus from the
cross and a rich man named Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate if he could take
the body. They wrapped Jesus in linen cloth and laid him in a stone tomb. A
large stone was rolled across the entrance and sealed it. They put guards
outside as Jesus said he would come back to life, and to stop anyone taking the
body. It was a very sad Sabbath Saturday for all the friends and followers of
Jesus.
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Early on the Sunday (Easter) morning Mary Magdalene
went to the tomb. There was a rumble like an earthquake
and an Angel rolled back the heavy stone and
sat on it. The guards went white with fear and were shaking. The
Angel said to Mary ‘do not be afraid, Jesus is not here, he has
risen from the dead’. She ran to Simon Peter and another disciple and told
them, they all ran to the tomb and saw the linen but no body. It was just as
Jesus had said, he had risen from the dead!
The men left but Mary stayed outside the tomb, weeping. She saw
two angels in the tomb who asked her why she was weeping and
very sad.
She told them ‘They have taken my Lord away and I don’t not
know where they have taken him’.
As she turned around, she saw another man who she thought was
the gardener, he also asked her “why are you crying?” she
explained. When he said her name, she knew it was Jesus! He told
her she must go and tell the disciples.
The soldiers ran to the Chief priests and told them everything, they gave them
lots of money so they would not tell anyone else and made up a story that the
disciples had taken Jesus in the night.
In the evening of that First Easter Sunday Jesus went to the others who were
hiding behind locked doors in case the Jews attacked them.

They worshipped him but some doubted, still Jesus said to them. “All authority
in heaven and earth has been given to me. I tell you not to hide and tell
everyone you meet, everywhere you go, what I have taught you. Baptise them
in the three-fold name of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Then instruct them how
to live as my disciples. I will be with you as you do this, day after day, forever.
What a day that must have been!
The story is still alive as each generation has
tried their best to tell others and live with the
power of the risen Jesus in their hearts.!
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Learn this song and the actions it is meant to be sung loud with lots
of leaping about! Its called Be Happy!
https://youtu.be/rXXKJrxoChU
When Easter Sunday comes on April 4 th before you eat anything say Thank you
Jesus for the joy of Easter then shout, “Happy Easter everyone”.
So why do we have Chocolate Eggs, Rabbits, Chicks and Cards and
more?
Well, we have been celebrating with eggs and treats forever so why stop now?
The main reason is that we want to celebrate good news and have fun. Just
make sure you’re doing it for the right reasons.
I love chocolate and Egg hunts are the best ever. Painting eggs is such fun and
Pinterest has so many ideas for fabulous Easter crafts and games. If the
weather is nice your daily exercise might take you to a place where daffodils
are flowering and primroses as well. Don’t pick them PLEASE!
For Christians all over the world the spring season is all about Jesus showing us
God is life and death has no hold over Him. The promise of a new life living as
Jesus teaches us is filled with promise and hope. Enjoy!
Lets pray:
Thank you Jesus for showing us that you love us even when we are horrible and
doing bad things and that we can live new lives by following you into safe
places. Amen.
You Tubes
Sorry, there may be adverts.
Maynards Groovy Tunes – Good Friday song. Learn it! Sing it loud!
https://youtu.be/Jgd04HcOlZ8
Rend collective : https://youtu.be/XgzJj3LWyZI
KY Easter selection: https://youtu.be/2gRqdvzFpP4
Saddleback Kids – The Story of Easter – Last Supper.
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Factfile
The Easter Bunny was actually a Hare that laid coloured Eggs!
(18 century German Folk Tradition “Osterhase”)
Decorating Eggs has been happening for over 60,000 years!
Christians decorate eggs as a symbol of the empty tomb and the new life of the
risen Jesus.
Chocolate Eggs with coloured wrappings and surprises inside started in 1873 in
England by J S Fry and sons.
Just like the sealed tomb when it was opened by the angel the surprise was a
gift of new life. Sadly chocolate doesn’t have eternal life and once you have
eaten it – bye, bye. 
The most expensive Easter egg we know of is worth 8.4 million US Dollars!
The biggest Easter Egg weighed 8,000 kgs and was 8.5 metres tall.
The Guinness book of records says the furthest a chicken Egg has been thrown
and caught is a massive 98.51 metres! Check the rules before you try!
Easter games are all about having fun! Enjoy, Jesus is alive lets celebrate.

Quiz:
What did Jesus ride into Jerusalem?
How many Disciples went to find a room?
What did Jesus do in the Temple courtyard?
What was the name of the Disciple who kissed Jesus in the garden?
Who was Barabbas?
What was the name of the Roman Governor?
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Oh no – jokes
Why did the bald man paint rabbits on his head?
Because from a distance, they looked like hares.
What’s a rabbits favourite music?
hip hop
Where do bunnies go when they’re sick?
the hoppital

What do you call an egg who likes to go on safari?
An eggs-plorer!
What's a chicken's favorite coffee drink?
An egg-spresso!

How do chickens stay fit?
They eggs-ercise!

Tongue Twister
Evie ate eight eggs Eddie bought each Easter
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KS2
All he had to do was go up to Jesus and kiss him so the
Guards would know they had the right man. When the time
came and Jesus was taken by force to the temple Judas
realised, he had been tricked for money, he was gutted but it
was too late. So many ideas about why God planned it like this floating about –
but did God do this? Perhaps He just let Judas choose what next.
Sometimes we seem to be in places when everything we know is turned upside
down like a clever script on a TV soap. You end up saying “I never expected
that!’
Jesus teaches us that this is not the end, no matter how bad it gets, God has
better, bigger things planned for all who believe in Him. Even thieves, cheats
and liars, the Romans who hurt him and those who joined the crowd who said
he must die.
Many of those first followers of Jesus totally understood this. They believed it
was not the end as he lives in us because of our faith. We can do the same, we
call ourselves Christians now. Back then they were called ‘Followers of the Way’
they knew they were on a journey – learning as they travelled.
It’s so easy to see the Lent story as just about Jesus, it emotional, we must never
forget the story – that is why we retell it each year. The word Passion describes many
different feelings that can turn into actions. Most of the people in the Easter story
were passionate about what they believed to be true. Jesus turned their world
upside down because he showed them, and us, who God really is. It was not with big
armies or having riches and power over people but by love and living as those who
have nothing else but love to give.
This is a big challenge – too much for many – so many people don’t even try and just
stand on the outside and shout names, take the mickey. In some parts of the world
Christians are being killed because they will not give up their faith in Jesus and the
promise of eternal love with Him.
If this story has stirred up your heart to know more about the real Jesus the talk to
someone about it. Rev Julie or Me on mlclmknapp@gmail . Proper Safegurading
rules apply.
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