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A Service of the Word 

for the Festival of the Baptism of Christ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



The Greeting 
We stand 
 

Minister: This day Jesus is revealed as the Christ in the waters of 

Baptism. Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you  
     

All:      and also with you 
  

The minister welcomes the congregation 
 

 
Minister: Grant us, Lord, who behold your glory, 

to drink from the waters of the new creation 
flowing from the river of life at your baptism. 
Give us the wings of the Spirit 
that we may hasten to meet you at your coming, 
and praise you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Penitence 
We remain standing 

 
Minister: Because God is merciful, 

he saved us through the water of rebirth 
and the renewing power of the Holy Spirit. 
But through sin we have fallen away from our baptism. 
Let us return to the Lord and renew our faith in his 
promises by confessing our sins. 

 
Minister: Lord Jesus, illuminate the darkness in our hearts: 

Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Minister: Lord Jesus, open our eyes to your saving love: 

Christ, have mercy. 
All:  Christ, have mercy. 



 
Minister: Lord Jesus, unstop our ears to hear your living word: 

Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 

 
Minister: May the Father of all mercies 

cleanse us from our sins, 
and restore us in his image 
to the praise and glory of his name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord Amen 

 

 

Gloria in Excelsis 
We remain standing and say 

 

All: Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 



The Collect 
We remain standing for the prayer for the day 

 
Minister: Let us pray that we may be faithful to our baptism 
 

Silence is kept 
 

Minister:  Heavenly Father, at the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your 

Son:  may we recognize him as our Lord and know 

ourselves to be your beloved children; through Jesus Christ 

our Saviour 

All:  Amen 
 
 

First Reading 
We sit and listen to the reading(s), and at the end the reader will say:- 
 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 

All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading 
Reader:  This is the word of the Lord. 

All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Gospel Reading 
Stand 

Minister: Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N 

All:  Glory to you, O Lord.  

 

Minister: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 



Sermon 
Please sit as we listen to the sermon. 
 

Affirmation of faith 
(Please stand as we affirm our faith) 
 

Minister: Sisters and Brothers in Christ, let us affirm our common 
faith in Jesus Christ. 

 
Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
source of all being and life, 
the one for whom we exist? 
 

All:     I believe and trust in him. 
 
Minister: Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 

who took our human nature, 
died for us and rose again? 

 
All:     I believe and trust in him. 
 
Minister: Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 

who gives life to the people of God 
and makes Christ known in the world? 

 
All:     I believe and trust in him. 

 
Minister: This is the faith of the Church. 

 
All:     This is our faith. 

We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

 

 

 



Affirmation of Commitment 

A small bowl and jug of water are placed on the Altar and water poured into the bowl  

Minister:    With the gift of water we have been cleansed and 

welcomed into the heart of Christ’s community the church, 

and into the heart of God. Let us then also affirm our 

commitment in building God’s kingdom here on earth. 

Minister: Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, 

in the breaking of the bread, and in prayer? 

All: With the help of God, I will. 

Minister: Will you persevere in resisting evil and, 

whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

All:  With the help of God, I will. 

Minister: Will you proclaim by word and example 

the good news of God in Christ? 

All:  With the help of God, I will. 

Minister: Will you seek and serve Christ in all people, 

loving your neighbour as yourself? 

All:  With the help of God, I will. 

Minister: Will you acknowledge Christ’s authority over human 

society, by prayer for the world and its leaders, 

by defending the weak, and by seeking peace and justice? 

All:  With the help of God, I will. 

 
 
 
 
 



All:  Generous and loving God, 
we thank you for our fellowship in the household of faith 
with all who have been baptized in your name. 
Keep us faithful to our baptism, 
and so make us ready for that day 
when the whole creation shall be made perfect in your 
Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

The response to each set of prayers is 
 

All: hear our prayer 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Sit 
 

Minister: Believing the promises of God, as our Saviour taught us, so 

we pray; 

All:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 

heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.   

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
 
 
 



Concluding Prayer 
 
Minister: The Father’s voice bears witness to the Son. 
All:  God is revealed to us 
 

Minister: The Son bows his head beneath the waters of baptism. 
All:  God is revealed to us 
 

Minister: The Spirit as a dove descends from heaven. 
All:  God is revealed to us. 
 

Minister: Submitting to John’s baptism, Christ delivers us from 
bondage. 

All:  God is revealed to us 
 

 

Blessing 
Minister: May God who in Christ gives us a spring of water welling 

up to eternal life, perfect in you the image of his glory; and 

may the blessing of God almighty the Father, The Son, and 

the Holy Spirit,  be among you and remain with you 

always. 

All:  Amen 

 

The Dismissal 
Minister: We have come to Christ, the living water. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All:  In the name of Christ.  Amen. 

 
The ministers and people depart. 
 


