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Well, given this week’s events, do you have a feeling of deja-vu, of here we go again? I must admit I 

do. I sometimes wonder if those who questioned Jesus had that same feeling.  

The group confronting Jesus in today’s gospel passage were basically saying, “Who do you think you 

are? What right have you got to talk like this?” Which is not an unreasonable question, or it would 

not have been unreasonable if they had genuinely wanted an answer. They were mostly trying to 

put Jesus on the spot, so he put them on the spot. Not a very productive exchange you might think 

and yet the question is valid and has implications for us.  

Where do we get our authority from? For instance, what gives me the right to impose this homily on 

you? This question of authority applies as much to me, and others who hold a licence, as it does to 

you. We are called. God help us, we are all called in one way or another to minister to others. In the 

passage Jesus poses a question and the Chief Priests and elders don’t know the answer. They see 

that to make a choice between heaven and earth will place them in an awkward situation one way 

or another.  

Actually, I can sympathise with those Chief Priests and elders. From a 21st Century perspective, life is 

not always that simple, it’s not that black and white. Ask a question about an issue and you may well 

find that different people will give you different answers or indicate different solutions. This is as 

true of people of faith as it is of those of who profess no faith.  

This has an impact on and raises questions particularly about our mission. Whose mission are we 

engaged upon? Does it find its focus in the Kingdom of God or is it a mission that receives its 

direction and authority from earthly concerns and power? Considering Jesus’ mission and how he 

went about it may help us. Jesus’ priority was clearly on those values that would spread the 

Kingdom; justice, mercy, compassion, peace. All those values which allow people to be included and 

feel loved; to be fully human. And Jesus did it by speaking truth to power, even though this meant 

upsetting the religious, political, social and economic leaders of the day. 

For me, the fifth verse from the Philippians passage today, seems to shout out “Let the same mind 

be in you that was in Christ Jesus.” This is not so much indicating some kind of brain transplant but 

rather that we need to see things the way Jesus saw them. But how on earth can I, or anyone, do 

that? After all I’m Jon, not Jesus, even if I do hold a Bishop’s licence. But if I work at it, I can learn to 

see things the way Jesus did, or at least I can if I can get my mind and heart into Jesus’ values. Never 

fully. It’s always a struggle. Two things I see in our gospel passage today. Jesus encouraged people to 

think and to work it through themselves, and he would often highlight this process with a parable, a 

narrative which made those people sit up and take note.  

The resurgence of the coronavirus pandemic in the UK may lead us to consider why and even try to 

apportion blame to one group or another. Yes, we all have a duty of care and compassion to each 

other but for me, this does not stop with those we know, or those who live in this country. There are 

those areas of the world where rampant poverty has meant, and will continue to mean, this 

pandemic will have far worse consequences. We can never fully separate Social Justice from 

Economic and Political Justice or Environmental Justice.  



With all the complexities in the world, and especially with the current pandemic, what I find most 

difficult is to maintain faithfulness in the struggle. But, even though, I may be on my hands and 

knees and have doubts that the mountain can ever be scaled, I try to ensure my nose is pointed in 

the right direction. Asking myself questions and trying to make sure my mind is the same that was in 

Christ’s. 

 


